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Abstrak

SMPIT Al Izzah dan SMP Nusantara adalah dua sekolah penggerak di Kota Sorong yang sudah hampir dua
tahun menggunakan EL (2021-2023). Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mendeskripsikan implementasi
kurikulum EL di sekolah-sekolah tersebut. Populasi penelitian ini adalah 232 siswa dan 32 guru di SMPIT Al
Izzah dan SMP Nusantara Kota Sorong. Sampel penelitian ini terdiri dari 15 guru dan 96 siswa yang diambil
dengan menggunakan teknik purposive sampling. Metode yang digunakan adalah kuantitatif-deskriptif
dengan menggunakan angket yang diberikan kepada siswa dan guru, dimana angket tersebut terdiri dari 38
item indikator dan siswa memiliki 19 item indikator untuk diteliti dan dianalisis pengaruh atau hubungan
penerapan kurikulum PB. Semua guru dan siswa mengisi kuesioner, namun hanya enam guru dan enam siswa
yang diwawancarai karena keterbatasan waktu. Berdasarkan hasil pengolahan dan analisis data, diketahui
bahwa guru dari analisis deskripsi dan wawancara rata-rata kedua sekolah dengan Transformasi Kurikulum
EL memiliki respon positif terutama dalam mengembangkan bakat, minat, dan kewirausahaan, namun pada
kenyataannya terdapat beberapa kendala implementasi dengan adanya transformasi implementasi yang
diperlukan untuk mempercepat perubahan, seperti masih belum terbiasanya merancang perangkat
pembelajaran berupa penyederhanaan RPP dan istilah dalam peralihan dari kurikulum K13 ke kurikulum EL.
Selain itu, guru membutuhkan dukungan sarana dan prasarana yang mumpuni untuk mempercepat akses
informasi dan digitalisasi literasi guru sehingga mampu menjadi fasilitator yang handal dan tidak tertinggal
dalam literasi teknologi informasi. Sedangkan bagi siswa, terdapat pengaruh atau hubungan yang positif
antara kedua penggerak sekolah akibat pelaksanaan Pembelajaran Merdeka pada siswa, menurut uraian dan
wawancara, terutama dalam hal bantuan fasilitas dan fleksibilitas dalam pengembangan diri, dimana siswa
merasa dapat mengembangkan soft skill serta digitalisasi teknologi sehingga terbantu dalam pembelajaran
yang lebih bermakna.

Kata kunci: Kurikulum, Emansipasi Pembelajaran, Implementasi, SMP
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Abstrak

SMPIT Al Izzah and SMP Nusantara are two mover schools in Sorong City that have been using EL for almost
two years (2021-2023). This study aims to describe the implementation of the EL curriculum in these
schools. The population of this study was 232 students and 32 teachers at SMPIT Al Izzah and Nusantara
Middle School, Sorong City. The sample for this study consisted of 15 teachers and 96 students, who were
taken using a purposive sampling technique. The method used is quantitative-descriptive by using a
guestionnaire given to students and teachers, where the questionnaire consists of 38 indicator items and
students have 19 indicator items for examining and analyzing the influence or relationship of the
implementation of the EL curriculum. All teachers and students filled out the questionnaire, but only six
teachers and six students were interviewed due to time constraints. Based on the results of data processing
and analysis, it is known that the teachers from the analysis of descriptions and interviews averaged that
the two schools with the Transformation of the EL Curriculum had a positive response, especially in
developing talents, interests, and entrepreneurship, but in reality there were several implementation
obstacles with the implementation transformation needed to accelerate change, such as still not being used
to designing learning devices in the form of simplifying lesson plans and terms in the transition from the K13
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curriculum to the EL curriculum. In addition, teachers need the support of qualified facilities and
infrastructure to accelerate access to information and digitize teacher literacy so that they can become
reliable facilitators and not be left behind in information technology literacy. Whereas for students, there is
a positive influence or relationship on the two school movers as a result of the implementation of Merdeka
Learning on students, according to the description and interviews, especially in terms of facility assistance
and flexibility in self-development, where students feel they can develop soft skills as well as the
digitalization of technology so that it is assisted in more meaningful learning.

Keywords: Curriculum, Emancipated Learning, Implementation, SMP

PENDAHULUAN

Education is the process of educating humans to become valuable citizens of a nation or state. The
educational process is difficult, but the results are immediate because education is a long-term investment
whose success will be realized when educated people can carry out their tasks in the future for the growth
of the nation and state in whatever field they are involved in (Aprima & Sari, 2022). To respond to the quick
changes of the industrial era, the Indonesian Government, through the Minister of Education and Culture,
has formulated and set a new curriculum called Kurikulum Merdeka Belajar (KMB). The Minister of Education
and Culture translated Merdeka Belajar as Emancipated Learning during his virtual remarks to open
discussion sessions in a meeting between the Indonesian Business Forum and Latin America and the
Caribbean in 2021 (INA-LAC Business Forum 2021). Through EL, the Minister of Education and Culture
wants to accelerate education reformation in Indonesia, especially after the Covid-19 pandemic. The current
world pandemic worsens education quality, forcing students to study independently at home and lowering
their academic achievement.

Studies have been done in order to make sure that the curriculum change in Indonesia brings positive
outcomes and not just the “image building product” of the new Ministry of Education and Culture. The first
study by Widagdo & Anshori (2019) found that there has been a gap in the curriculum implementation during
the covid-19 pandemic at Muhammadiyah 1 Sidoarjo Junior High School. The second study is Merdeka
Belajar-Kampus Merdeka (MBKM) Curriculum in English Studies Program: Challenge and Opportunities by
Krishnapatria (2021). The study results showed that the main challenge in implementing the MBKM
curriculum and its policy is administrative issues such as building partnerships between study programs and
external parties. However, one of the positive aspects of the COVID-19 pandemic is that online learning is
very supportive of implementing this program. The program will likely stay open for opportunities, and there
is room for improvement by offering more elective courses in the curriculum to give students more freedom.

Both studies above show relatively different results. The previous one shows all the negative results
of implementing EL, while the second one shows the challenges of implementing EL and its positive side.
The government plans to implement EL in 2022 officially, but it is optional. It means schools can use the EL,
Prototype Curriculum or the K13. Given that EL is recently introduced in Indonesia, there is ample room for
enhancing and modifying its curriculum. It is an opportune moment to conduct research that can serve as a
valuable source of feedback and contribute to the improvement of the new curriculum. Consequently, this
study aims to examine the implementation of EL and explore the perceptions of both teachers and students
regarding its effectiveness. The research was carried out at two schools that have adopted EL: SMPIT AL
Izzah and SMP Nusantara, both located in Kota Sorong.

SMPIT AL lzzah and SMP Nusantara Kota Sorong have been utilizing the EL curriculum for the past
two years, making them the initial group of schools to adopt it. As of the current academic year, the
curriculum has been fully implemented in both schools. Last year, the schools introduced the new curriculum
to the seventh grade, and those students have now progressed to the eighth grade. Additionally, in the
academic year 2021/2022, EL has also been implemented for the seventh grade, resulting in the existence
of two classes that are currently utilizing the EL curriculum.

Schools that have implemented the EL curriculum are called mover schools. This program is designed
as an effort to realize an advanced Indonesia that is sovereign, independent, and has personality through
the creation of Pancasila students who believe, fear God Almighty, and have a noble character, are
independent, think critically, creatively, work together, and have global diversity (Kemendikbud, 2021).

The Mover School Program focuses on the development of school Human Resources, starting with
students, teachers, and principals. The quality of students is measured through the achievement of learning
outcomes above the expected level by creating a secure study environment, comfortable, inclusive, and also
exciting. Several studies have been conducted to analyze mover schools such as implementation, policies,
and processes in analyzing the development and effectiveness of an education system in achieving quality
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education that is resilient in making an impact on positive change (Irwahyudi et al., 2023; Afrina et al., 2022;
Syafaaturrahman, 2022; Wibowo et al., 2022).

Based on the previous studies above, this study aims to describe the implementation of the EL curriculum
in these schools. The population of this study was 232 students and 32 teachers at SMPIT Al Izzah and
Nusantara Middle School, Sorong City. The objectives of this research are:

1. To describe how two mover schools in Kota Sorong implement EL.

2. Toinvestigate how teachers in two mover schools in Kota Sorong perceive the implementation of EL.
3. To explore how students in two mover schools in Kota Sorong perceive the implementation of EL.

METHOD
Research Design

The design of this research was descriptive quantitative. It means descriptive research is a study
conducted to determine variables; the variable is one or even more, without making comparisons or
connecting with other variables. Quantitative methods emphasize objective measurements and the
statistical, mathematical, or numerical analysis of data collected through polls, questionnaires, and surveys,
or by manipulating pre-existing statistical data using computational techniques. Quantitative research
focuses on gathering numerical data and generalizing it across groups of people or to explain a particular
phenomenon (Andussamad, 2021).

The survey research method is also used in this study. Fadli (2021) defined “the collection of
information from a sample of individuals through their responses to questions”. The survey method allows
for various methods to recruit participants, collect data, and utilize various instrumentation methods.
Andussamad (2021) said survey research could use quantitative research strategies such as questionnaires
with numerically rated items, qualitative research strategies such as open-ended questions, and mixed
methods.

Descriptive-quantitative with a survey approach is suitable for this research since it helped the

researcher describe the implementation of EL at SMPIT Al I1zzah and SMP Nusantara Kota Sorong and how
the teachers and students perceive it using a set of questionnaires and interviews. The approach is selected
to investigate the perception of teachers and students toward a phenomenon that occurred in SMPIT Al
Izzah and SMP Nusantara Kota Sorong. In addition, this survey is also used to provide rounded, detailed
information on the subject.
Thus, detailed and rich descriptions were displayed to describe the phenomenon considered unique in this
research. The aspect regarded as unique in that school is the implementation of EL into its teaching process.
Since there are only 2,500 schools that have the first chance as trial schools to use the EL, the teaching in
SMPIT Al Izzah and SMP Nusantara Kota Sorong is considered unique as it brings the students into a new
atmosphere of EL in which teachers and students are given new freedom in teaching and learning. Besides,
these two schools are so special that it is chosen as two of the schools to try the new curriculum. Therefore,
this research was conducted to investigate the implementation process of EL at SMPIT Al Izzah and SMP
Nusantara Kota Sorong and how the teachers’ and students’ perceptions of it. According to the research
objectives, such a phenomenon is believed to be best described and understood as the case occurs without
any external constraints or control by doing a case study (Rizal et al., 2022).

Research Setting and Participant

The research settings are in SMPIT Al Izzah and SMP Nusantara Kota Sorong. The schools were
chosen as the study’s setting based on the researcher’s preliminary observation. During the preliminary
observation, the researcher found that the schools are two of 2,500 schools to implement the EL in the first
batch. The curriculum is quite new, and the teachers needed to prepare more when the Minister of
Education and Culture launched the curriculum. However, most of them said they could deliver the lesson
well by using various strategies under the EL. The research takes place from December 2022 until Februari
2023.

The study population was 233 students and 32 teachers from SMPIT Al 1zzah and SMP Nusantara
Kota Sorong. The detail is depicted in the column below:

Table 3. 1 Population of the Study

Population SMPIT Al Izzah SMP Nusantara
Teachers 17 15
Students Grade VII, VIII, IX 128 105
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However, not all participants are involved in the study. Due to time and resource constraints, the researcher
only takes some of them as a study sample. The subject of the research was determined using purposive
sampling. According to Sugiyono (2022), Purposive sampling is choosing the subject based on certain
considerations (Sugiyono, 2022), with the following criteria:

Teacher Sample Criteria:

a. Teachers who teach in classes VIl and VI

b. Experienced teachers who have taught using the EL curriculum for approximately 2 years

c. being willing to be a research respondent.
Student Sample Criteria:

a. Class VIl and VIII students

b. Students are willing to become research respondents.

Based on that consideration, the researcher takes teachers and students from each school as the sample,
which is:

Table 3. 2 Sample of participant

Sample SMPIT Al Izzah SMP Nusantara
Teachers 9 6
Students (VI VIII) 54 42

To be detail, teachers and students from SMPIT Al Izzah and SMP Nusantara fill out questionnaire
distributed through Google form. Based on the sample that has been selected, namely the interview sample
for teachers and students with each criterion, three samples are taken from each school as interview
informants in the implementation of the EL curriculum.

Instrument of the Research

To collect data, the researcher uses some instruments. The instruments applied by the researcher
are questionnaires, interviews and documentation.

The first instrument is a questionnaire. Sugiyono (2022) said that a questionnaire is a technique of
data collection done by giving a set of questions or a written statement to the respondent to be answered).
The type of questionnaire used in this research is a closed questionnaire uses Likert Scale. Likert Scale,
according to Sugiyono (2022) used to measure attitudes, opinions and the perception of a person or group
of a social phenomenon and suggested four or five alternative answers from strongly disagree to strongly
agree. Each questionnaire has a different score or value, and respondents are asked to fill out a list of
guestions by choosing one on the questionnaire answer sheet. The criteria for the assessment are as follows:
Strongly Disagree (STS) with a score of 1
Disagree (TS) with a score of 1.

Neutral (N) with a score of 3
Agree (S) with a score of 4
Strongly Agree (SS) with a score of 5

Pao Ty

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS
Descriptive Analysis of Implementation EL Data
Student Data
Table 2 Descriptive Analysis of Questionnaire
Data for SMP Nusantara Students

N Minimum Maximum Mean  Std. Deviation
Q1 42 3 5 412 0.63
Q2 42 3 5 4.05 0.62
Q3 42 3 5 4.07 0.71
Q4 42 1 5 4.05 0.99
Q5 42 3 5 417 0.62
Q6 42 2 5 4.26 0.86
Q7 42 2 5 412 0.83
Q8 42 2 5 3.86 0.72
Q9 42 2 5 4.19 0.71
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N Minimum Maximum Mean  Std. Deviation

Q10 42 2 5 4.17 0.70
Q11 42 3 5 417 0.67
Q12 42 2 5 4.14 0.78
Q13 42 2 5 3.76 0.93
Q14 42 3 5 4.07 0.64
Q15 42 1 5 3.81 0.07
Q16 42 1 5 3.12 0.21
Q17 42 3 5 4.17 0.66
Q18 42 2 5 3.86 0.84
Q19 42 2 5 412 0.73
Total 42 57 95 76.02 8.86

Average 3 5 4.01 0.46
Valid N (listwise) 42

Based on the table above, it is known that the largest and smallest mean values are highlighted in
green and pink, where the largest mean value (agree) is 4.26 with the questionnaire items (Q6): "I received
learning book facilities for free from the school," and the smallest mean value (Neutral) was 3.12 with a
questionnaire item (Q16), namely "I think the KMB is fair because it allows me to go to my favorite public school
with the emergence of a school zoning policy.".

Table 3 Descriptive Analysis of Questionnaire
Data for SMP IT Al-lzzah Students

N Minimum Maximum Mean Std. Deviation

Q1 54 1 5 3.69 0.82
Q2 54 3 5 3.69 0.66
Q3 54 2 5 3.76 0.73
Q4 54 1 5 3.74 0.83
Q5 54 3 5 3.76 0.73
Qb6 54 2 5 3.98 0.77
Q7 54 1 5 3.59 0.84
Q8 54 2 5 3.57 0.72
Q9 54 3 5 3.67 0.64
Q10 54 3 5 3.78 0.69
Q11 54 3 5 3.59 0.71
Q12 54 3 5 3.65 0.70
Q13 54 1 5 3.59 0.86
Q14 54 3 5 3.85 0.68
Q15 54 2 5 3.52 0.69
Q16 54 1 5 3.06 0.99
Q17 54 3 5 3.69 0.70
Q18 54 2 5 3.26 0.83
Q19 54 3 5 3.74 0.71
Total 54 57 95 69.06 9.31
Average 3 5 4 0.49
Valid N (listwise) 54
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Based on the table above, the analysis of student questionnaire descriptive data in analyzing the
implementation of EL at SMP IT Al-lzzah, where from questionnaires 1 to 19 (Q1-Q19) with N, or the
number of valid data student samples, totaling 54; has an average minimum value of 3 (Neutral), the
maximum value is 5 (Strongly Agree), and from the 1st to the 19th responses it is known that the average
value is 4 (Agree) and the standard deviation value is 0.490, which means the average value (mean) is greater
than the standard deviation value so that it is known that there is no data deviation (Sugiyono, 2022), where
it is said that the distribution of data is less varied in the results of the EL implementation questionnaire at
SMP IT Al-1zzah.

Teacher Data
Table 4 Descriptive Analysis of SMP Nusantara
Teacher Questionnaire Data

N Minimum Maximum Mean  Std. Deviation
Q1 6 1 4 3.50 1.23
Q2 6 1 4 3.50 1.23
Q3 6 2 4 3.67 0.82
Q4 6 3 5 4.00 0.63
Q5 6 2 4 3.33 0.82
Q6 6 2 4 3.67 0.82
Q7 6 2 4 3.67 0.82
Q8 6 1 5 3.67 1.37
Q9 6 3 4 3.83 0.42
Q10 6 2 4 3.00 0.89
Q11 6 1 4 3.17 1.33
Q12 6 1 4 3.17 1.33
Q13 6 3 5 3.83 0.75
Q14 6 4 4 4.00 0.00
Q15 6 3 4 3.83 0.41
Q16 6 4 5 417 0.41
Q17 6 3 4 3.67 0.52
Q18 6 4 4 4.00 0.00
Q19 6 2 4 3.67 0.82
Q20 6 3 4 3.83 0.42
Q21 6 4 4 4.00 0.00
Q22 6 4 5 417 0.41
Q23 6 3 4 3.83 0.41
Q24 6 3 4 3.83 0.41
Q25 6 3 4 3.83 0.41
Q26 6 3 4 3.83 0.41
Q27 6 4 4 4.00 0.00
Q28 6 3 4 3.67 0.52
Q29 6 3 4 3.83 0.41
Q30 6 4 5 4.17 0.41
Q31 6 4 4 4.00 0.00
Q32 6 4 5 4.17 0.40
Q33 6 4 4 4.00 0.00
Q34 6 4 5 417 0.40
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N Minimum Maximum Mean  Std. Deviation
Q35 6 4 4 4.00 0.00
Q36 6 4 4 4.00 0.00
Q37 6 3 4 3.83 0.40
Q38 6 3 4 3.33 0.51
Total 6 114 165 147.83 17.77
Rata-Rata 6 3 4 4 0.45
Valid N (listwise) 6

Based on the table above, the analysis of teacher questionnaire descriptive data in analyzing the
implementation of EL at SMP Nusantara used 38 questionnaires (Q1-Q38) with N, or the number of valid
data teacher samples, totaling 6; has an average minimum value of 3 (Neutral), the maximum value is 4
(Agree), and from the 1st to the 38th response it is known that the average value is 4 (Agree) and the
standard deviation value is 0.455, which means the value the mean (mean) is greater than the standard
deviation value so that it is known that there are no data deviations (Sugiyono, 2022), where it is said that
the distribution of data is less varied in the results of the EL implementation questionnaire at SMP Nusantara.

It is known that the largest and smallest mean values are highlighted in green and pink, where the
largest mean value (agree) of 4.17 is found in 5 questionnaire items, namely Q17, Q23, Q31, Q33, and Q35,
with questions namely:

Table 5 Questionnaire with the largest mean value

No.ltems. Dimension variable Question
Questionnaires
Q16 Facility and Curriculum I am involved in being part of the
Change Learning Community (KKG, KKKS,

MGMP, MKKS, Mobilizing Teachers,
etc.) facilitated by the government
and schools.

Q22 Applicability In my opinion, the KMB that is

applied in mover schools has a link
to and matches the needs of
industry or the world of work.

Q30 Effectiveness In my opinion, with the KMB, | can
be more free to develop teaching
materials according to my wishes.

Q32 Effectiveness When delivering the material, | am
not only fixated on the textbook
material but also engaged in a
process of creative innovation.

Q34 Assessment The learning process in the KMB is
designed on a project basis to
strengthen the Pancasila Student
Profile by prioritizing the
development of students' skills and
potential.

Whereas the smallest mean value (Neutral) is 3.00 with a questionnaire item (Q10), namely "I am still
influenced by the Kurtilas pattern (K13) in preparing lesson plans,"
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Table 6 Descriptive Analysis of Questionnaire
Data for SMP IT Al-lzzah Teachers

N Minimum Maximum Mean Std. Deviation

Q1 9 3 5 3.78 0.67
Q2 9 4 5 4.22 0.44
Q3 9 1 5 3.67 1.32
Q4 9 1 5 3.56 1.51
Q5 9 2 5 3.67 1.12
Q6 9 1 5 2.89 1.27
Q7 9 2 5 3.44 1.01
Q8 9 2 4 3.56 0.73
Q9 9 2 5 3.67 0.87
Q10 9 2 4 3.22 0.67
Q11 9 2 5 3.56 0.88
Q12 9 2 5 3.67 1.00
Q13 9 4 5 4.44 0.53
Q14 9 3 5 4.22 0.67
Q15 9 3 5 3.67 0.71
Q16 9 3 5 4.22 0.83
Q17 9 4 5 4.22 0.44
Q18 9 4 5 4.33 0.50
Q19 9 3 5 4.00 0.50
Q20 9 1 4 3.44 1.01
Q21 9 3 5 3.89 0.60
Q22 9 4 5 4.33 0.50
Q23 9 3 4 3.89 0.33
Q24 9 3 4 3.67 0.50
Q25 9 2 4 3.56 0.88
Q26 9 2 4 3.56 0.73
Q27 9 3 5 3.89 0.60
Q28 9 2 4 3.44 0.73
Q29 9 2 4 3.44 0.73
Q30 9 3 4 3.78 0.44
Q31 9 3 4 3.78 0.44
Q32 9 4 4 4.00 0.00
Q33 9 4 4 4.00 0.00
Q34 9 3 5 4.00 0.50
Q35 9 3 5 4.00 0.50
Q36 9 3 5 4.00 0.50
Q37 9 3 4 3.78 0.44
Q38 9 2 5 3.56 0.88
Total 9 104 178 147.22 23.17
Rata-Rata 9 3 5 4 0.59
Valid N (listwise) 9
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Based on the table above, the analysis of teacher questionnaire descriptive data in analyzing the
implementation of EL at SMP IT Al-lzzah with 38 questionnaires (Q1-Q38) with N or the number of valid
teacher data samples is 6; has an average minimum value of 3 (Neutral), the maximum value is 5 (Strongly
Agree), and from the 1st to the 38th response it is known that the average value is 4 (Agree) on the EL
implementation questionnaire and its standard deviation value is 0.455, which means that the average value
(mean) is greater than the standard deviation value so that it is known that there is no data deviation
(Sugiyono, 2022), where it is said that the distribution of data is less varied in the results of the EL
implementation questionnaire at SMP IT Al-lzzah

Analysis of The Description of The Questionnaire with The Results of The Interview
1. Analysis of Teachers Data

Based on the results of an analysis of teacher questionnaire descriptions between Nusantara
Middle School and IT Al-Izzah Middle School, there were differences in response results where teachers
at Nusantara Middle School felt the most positive response in several aspects, namely the ease of
facilities and the community in curriculum development provided by the government, the direction in
entrepreneurship, latitude and freedom for material development that is so broad with the digitization
of literacy through project-based learning which is of course able to develop students' interests and
talents, while at Al-l1zzah IT Middle School which received the best response, namely in the support
given by the principal in facilitating activities learning. All of the questionnaire responses with the best
responses were in accordance with the analysis of teacher interviews where teachers felt more open
to the existence of the EL curriculum, which was able to ease the learning process and was able to
explore students' soft skills and reflect on various socio-cultural aspects and the surrounding
environment.

For the lowest teacher response at SMP Nusantara, namely in the aspect of the transition from
the K13 curriculum to the EL curriculum, while in SMP IT Al-lzzah, namely in the aspect of the EL
curriculum training program, all of the questionnaire responses were in accordance with the results of
interviews where obstacles were found, there was still confusion in the transition designing learning
process instruments that have new terms, and besides that, teachers feel training is not really needed
because if schools are able to facilitate teachers in exploring and giving access to self-development,
then there is no need for lots of various training.

2. Analysis of Students Data

Based on the results of the analysis of the description of the questionnaire on students as a
whole in the two driving schools, namely Nusantara Middle School and IT Al-Izzah Middle School, they
had a positive response in the implementation of the EL curriculum, where the response that had the
greatest level was the free facilities provided by the school such as books and Chromebooks with
internet access. This is in accordance with the results of teacher interviews where students feel happy
with the comfort in the classroom facilitated by the school and are given flexibility in their use.
However, based on the analysis of the questionnaire description, there was the lowest response,
indicating discrepancy or dissatisfaction with aspects of the school zoning system

DISCUSSIONS
After elaborating the interview and questionnaire results in the Findings section above, the
researcher comes to the discussion. The discussion part is also divided into three parts, as follows:

Implementation of Emancipated Learning (EL)

EL is the newest curriculum in Indonesia. According to experts’ theories elaborated in Chapter Il,
the curriculum is the heart of education because how well the curriculum is organized and administered
determines the quality of education and the consequences. The curriculum is the plan or program for all
experiences the learner has while under the supervision of the school.

Every single school in Indonesia should implement a curriculum, at least one of these; K13,
emergency curriculum, or the EL. It is obligatory for all education bodies because the curriculum is the heart
of education; how well the curriculum is organized and administered determines the quality of education
and the consequences. The curriculum is the plan or program for all experiences the learner has while under
the supervision of the school (Suryani et al., 2023).

The curriculum is crucial to achieving educational goals set up by the government regulation No. 57
the Year 2021 on National Education standards. That is why two schools, SMPIT Al Izzah and SMP
Nusantara Kota Sorong, implement the newest curriculum, the EL, as their guidance for the learning
activities in their schools. It is in accordance with what Kunandar (2011) said that a curriculum is a set of
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plans and arrangements concerning the purpose, content, teaching material, and methods as a guide for the
implementation of learning activities to achieve specific educational goals as defined by Government
Regulation Number 19-year 2005 on National Education Standards that has been replaced by the
Government Regulation Number 57 the Year 2021.

Based on the elaboration of the questionnaire and interview in the previous sub-chapter, the
researcher can say that the implementation of EL in both mover schools, SMPIT Al Izzah and SMP Nusantara
Kota Sorong runs well based on the results of the average description analysis, the mean value agrees with
the overall indicators in the questionnaire and interviews, which show a positive response and support for
the implementation of the EL curriculum. It cannot be denied because both schools have applied to EL for
almost two years. During that time, the teachers have adapted to the new curriculum and learnt from the
past year's experiences to improve the implementation of EL.

The smooth implementation of EL in both schools, SMPIT Al 1zzah and SMP Nusantara Kota Sorong
is the result of the tireless efforts of the government, the Ministry of Education and Culture, the local
education authority, schools, teachers, parents and students. It aligns with the theory elaborated in Chapter
I, saying that Curriculum roles vary by participant, including teacher, students, principals, supervisors,
parents, and the community. The curriculum should act as a guide for teachers as they implement the
learning process. The curriculum serves as a study guide for students. The curriculum acts as a framework
for principals and supervisors in conducting supervisors. The curriculum acts as a guide for parents in helping
their students learn at home. Meanwhile, the curriculum serves as a guide for the community to assist in the
execution of the educational process at school.

The teachers’ efforts and collaboration in implementing EL from the start with various webinars, training,
and workshops have succeeded in carrying out this latest curriculum in order to catch up on the learning
loss caused by the pandemic that just ended. The spirit and enthusiasm of teachers at SMPIT Al I1zzah and
SMP Nusantara are extraordinary in carrying out the mandate given to educate students. They did not give
up on participating in various tiring trainings and workshops. The result of it was a successful EL
implementation that went very well. In the implementation of EL in both mover schools, Teachers were well-
trained in making and designing the learning materials as well as using the most suitable and appropriate
teaching techniques to support the student-centered learning approach and strengthen the Pancasila
student profile.

Teachers gave various tasks and group projects that matched the student’s initial abilities and individual
characters as part of the assessment. Teachers were provided with many learning resources, such as
textbooks, workbooks, and other instructional materials need to be developed to support the
implementation of the new curriculum. Moreover, the teachers admitted that not many obstacles were
encountered during the implementation of EL in their schools.

Results of the EL Implementation Analysis

The discussion in this study is presented based on the findings and also discusses related theoretical
reviews and data analysis to clarify the findings. The researcher focused on the relationship or influence of
the implementation of the EL curriculum on two driving schools, SMP Nusantara and SMP IT Al-Izzah, based
on an analysis of the findings of the respondents, totaling 96 students and 15 teachers. The following is the
result of the data analysis that has been presented by connecting it with previous research based on the
findings.

Based on the results of the analysis of data processing carried out on students and teachers in mover
schools held by SMP Nusantara and SMP IT Al-lzzah, results were found based on the findings given in a
questionnaire and interview consisting of indicators (Appendix 6 and 7). In examining the progress of
implementation perceived by the existence of the EL curriculum, through a survey, it is known that there is
an influence or relationship between the implementation of EL on students in both schools. This can be seen
from the analysis of student descriptions in Chapter Ill, where the majority of the average (mean) students
significantly agree with the application of the EL curriculum. The same thing was also found in the results of
the questionnaire analysis on teachers, according to the research of Tedjokoesoemo et al. (2021), who
explained that there was a positive influence on the application of the EL curriculum because this curriculum
encourages students to hone soft skills, not just design skills. The output is not only focused on solving
problems but also equipping how society lives. Therefore, the EL Curriculum can be said to be a positive
disruption that offers acceleration and bridges the long-demanded needs of education and industry.

In addition, the facilities provided by schools are able to improve the quality of education; this is in
accordance with research by Afrina et al. (2022), that is, with the EL curriculum being able to develop the
resources that each student has that have not been explored, which of course is supported by a process that
is able to facilitate all aspects of the uniqueness of students in recognizing and solving problems.
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Since becoming mover schools, Nusantara Middle School and IT-Al-l1zzah Middle School have begun
to apply the EL Curriculum model as a guide for teaching and learning activities in schools. In implementing
it, schools and teachers need to start by preparing various learning tools that are in accordance with the
provisions of the EL Curriculum, such as textbooks, teaching modules, and others. In planning for the
development of the Independent Curriculum, the principal works closely with teachers, school committees,
and the school environment. According to the results of the interview, it is known that there are no specific
school criteria for implementing the EL Curriculum as a learning guide, as long as the school is able and ready
for the changes listed in the EL Curriculum.

The school provides a teacher development program regarding implementation. In its development,
the school provides a program in the form of socialization in advance to teachers as well as the use of the
Merdeka Mengajar application, which really helps teachers and school principals adapt to changes in the EL
Curriculum and instructs them to provide important aspects in preparation for starting learning, especially
in implementing the curriculum (Lubis, 2022). However, on the one hand, the teacher feels that he can
independently seek and develop information, which, of course, cannot be separated from the need for
facility assistance from the school. After carrying out teaching and learning activities, an evaluation will be
held to minimize obstacles and errors in the following year. Teachers make preparations before
implementing the EL Curriculum (Herliani, 2023), namely by (1) analyzing learning outcomes to develop
learning objectives and the flow of learning objectives; (2) planning and implementing diagnostic
assessments; (3) developing teaching modules; (4) adjusting learning to the stages of achievement and
characteristics of students; (5) planning, implementing, and processing formative and summative
assessments; (6) learning progress reporting; and (7) learning evaluation and assessment. The evaluation
implementation used by schools at both SMP Nusantara and SMP IT Al-lzzah adapts to the character and
needs of the school.

Based on the results of the analysis with the implementation of the EL curriculum, it was found that
there was a significant relationship or influence of implementation on students, especially in the aspect of
the facilities provided by the school, but there are problems of anomaly in the differences in results in the
zoning system that are felt by students; this indicates that there is dissatisfaction or injustice that students
feel, which is based on the research of Suparno (2023) and (Nora, 2022), which describes the existence of
school zoning problems caused by factors namely the socialization of the zoning system that has not been
evenly distributed, the mindset of teachers, parents, and students who have not shifted from the old
conditions, the absence of accurate guidelines, and the uneven distribution of problems. The impact of the
zoning system on the quality of education is not yet visible because it has not yet produced graduates.

Implementation of the EL curriculum, which has a positive impact in the form of teacher flexibility in
developing and exploring talents between students and teachers, is not without obstacles, namely still not
used to designing learning instruments in the form of simplification of lesson plans and terms in the transition
from the K13 curriculum to the EL curriculum. In addition, teachers need the support of qualified facilities
and infrastructure to accelerate access to information and digitize teacher literacy so that they can become
reliable facilitators and not fall behind in literacy information technology, according to research by Rosmana
et al. (2023) which describes barriers to integration and access in implementing the EL curriculum. However,
these obstacles are still in the process of being evaluated, considering that the implementation of the EL
Curriculum is still new. In the preparation of teaching modules that were designed and used by teachers as
guidelines for the implementation of learning in the classroom, there were obstacles and difficulties in the
form of debate among the general public that writing requires talent, constraints in starting writing, and
difficulties in analyzing teaching materials.

The Pancasila Student Profile is one of the program innovations in the EL Curriculum. The Pancasila
student profile has six main characteristics: faith, fear of God Almighty, noble character, global diversity,
mutual cooperation, independence, critical reasoning, and creativity, as quoted from the website of the
Ministry of Education, Culture, Research, and Technology. In its implementation, the Pancasila Student
Profile Strengthening Project in these two schools can be carried out flexibly, both in terms of content,
activities, and implementation time. The Project for Strengthening Pancasila Student Profiles in the EL
Curriculum was also designed separately from intra-curricular activities, which of course cause changes
arising from aspects of the school environment (Aprima & Sari, 2022).

According to the teacher in both schools, with the Pancasila Student Profile Strengthening Project,
the education unit needs to allocate time so that teachers can work collaboratively. Collaboration will be the
key to the success or failure of a project. In carrying out projects, teachers must collaborate across disciplines
to plan, facilitate, and carry out assessments, which, on the one hand, are burdensome for teachers. Teachers
accept the existence of the EL curriculum, but in reality there are implementation constraints because, of
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course, a system requires a gradual process and needs consistent guidance and supervision with adequate
support for teacher development, which is required to continue to adapt to the curriculum transformation.

Conclusions

After conducting the study, the researcher draws conclusions that answer the problems formulated
in Chapter I. The first conclusion is the implementation of EL in SMPIT Al Izzah and SMP Nusantara Kota
Sorong. The study concludes that the implementation of EL in those schools runs well. The good
implementation of EL in both schools, SMPIT Al Izzah and SMP Nusantara Kota Sorong is the result of the
tireless efforts of the government, the Ministry of Education and Culture, the local education authority,
schools, teachers, parents, and students.The second is the effect of implementation on teachers; even
though teachers can openly implement the EL curriculum, in reality there are several obstacles that are felt
by the existence of implementation transformations that are required to accelerate changes, such as still not
used to designing learning instruments in the form of simplification of lesson plans and terms in the transition
from the K13 curriculum to the EL curriculum. In addition, teachers need the support of qualified facilities
and infrastructure to accelerate access to information and digitize teacher literacy so that they can become
reliable facilitators and not fall behind in literacy information technology.The third, conclusion is there is an
influence or relationship between the implementation of the EL curriculum and the students in both schools.
Most of them perceive the new curriculum is helping them learn something that matches their interest. The
students are also grateful because they can experience learning using high-tech devices such as computers,
chrome books, a projector, and the internet.
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